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This summer I had the amazing opportunity to participate in the 2016 field school at the 

Nemea Center for Classical Archaeology (NCCA), under the direction of Dr. Kim 

Shelton from the University of California, Berkeley.  

 

The summer 2016 season continued with the excavations of a Late Bronze Age cemetery 

located in the hills overlooking the village of Aidonia, just northwest of Ancient Nemea. 

Excavating under the official title of the Tombs of Aidonia Preservation, Heritage, and 

Exploration Synergasia (TAPHOS), our team began with recovery excavations on a 

series of cist graves that had been looted in the weeks prior to our arrival. The damage 

left in the wake of these looters really underscored the importance of our work as 

archaeologists and the importance of the collaboration between the NCCA and the 

Korinthian Eforeia of Antiquities (EFAKor) in the preservation and protection of the site.   

Unfortunately, looters have plagued this region for years, and many of the veteran team 

members were all too familiar with the damage they caused. As an art history major, I 

have long read about the antiquities market and the illegal ways in which artifacts have 

been obtained, but rarely does an art history major see the destruction first hand. So this 

was quite the sobering experience for me.  

 

In addition to the recovery excavations, we also began excavations on a collapsed 

chamber tomb that had been used as a pigsty by the local farmers for much of the 20th 

century. The excavation of the chamber tomb proved to be a challenge, as the pigs had 

rooted around and dug up many artifacts, removing them from their original context. 

However, this provided a rare opportunity to learn about the long archaeological history 

of the site through the recovery and analysis of material from the Mycenaean period to 

the Byzantine period. It also provided a rare opportunity to learn how archaeologists 

work through the unpredictable nature of the field, and how they handle the many 

different (and sometimes problematic) scenarios they encounter.   

 



For all the reasons above, work on site at Aidonia provided knowledge that could not 

have been learned in a classroom. For it was in the field that I learned how to identify and 

describe the color, texture, and composition of the soil. I learned the reasons behind the 

supervisors’ decisions to change levels, whether it was an arbitrary decision or a change 

in the soil conditions. I also learned how to appropriately bag and tag potsherds, bone 

fragments, and the diverse assortment of small finds that we uncovered. Additionally, I 

learned how to properly document these finds in my field notebook, as well as the 

supervisor’s field portfolio. I found that the ability to record observations and maintain a 

comprehensive yet concise description of the daily activities performed in the field was 

the most important skill an archaeologist should possess.  

 

While I spent about half of the field school on site at Aidonia, I spent the other half 

working in the museum at the Panhellenic Sanctuary of Zeus at Nemea. In the museum, I 

learned how finds were received and catalogued as they were brought in from the 

excavations at the end of each day. I also learned how to carefully clean the finds, and 

look for joins among the multitude of sherds that had recently been found. Finding joins 

among the potsherds was like solving a piece of a very complex puzzle, and it became 

very exciting when we were able to find enough pieces of the same vessel to create a 

whole pot. In addition to looking for joins, the close examination of the potsherds 

coincided with the development of techniques used for the identification and dating of the 

sherd, using scientific and stylistic analysis. For instance, if the sherd was found in situ, 

then the stylistic analysis and subsequent identification of the sherd allowed us to 

accurately date the assemblage from which it came.  

 

Although the primary focus of the field school was the recovery and analysis of 

Mycenaean materials, I also had the opportunity to work on early Byzantine wares under 

the supervision of Dr. Effie Athanassopoulos from the University of Nebraska. The wares 

had been discovered during the excavations at the Sanctuary of Zeus at Nemea in the 

1970’s, so it was very interesting to see the long history of the site, and the different 

functions the site performed throughout the many years of occupation.  
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* Due to the sensitivity of the ongoing excavations at Aidonia and the related work in the museum at Nemea, the images available 
are limited.  



 

 
Views of the valley from the field in Aidonia, Greece. 

 
The area of our recovery excavations in Aidonia, Greece. 

 



 

 
The Temple of Zeus at Nemea, Greece. 

 

 
Preparations for the 2016 Nemean Games, held in the ancient stadium of the Pan-Hellenic 
Santuary of Zeus at Nemea, Greece. 


